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United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), and in order to increase the
membership of the White House Commis-
sion on Complementary and Alternative
Medicine Policy from not more than 15
members to up to 20 members, it is hereby
ordered that the second sentence of section
1 of Executive Order 13147 of May 7, 2000,
is amended by deleting ‘‘not more than 15’’
and inserting ‘‘up to 20’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 15, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 19, 2000]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on September 20. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks at a Reception
for Hillary Clinton
September 15, 2000

Thank you very much. First, let me thank
Weldon and Connie for getting us all to-
gether, and thank all of you for coming and
for contributing to Hillary’s campaign. I want
to thank the large number of members of
the Congressional Black Caucus who were
here earlier, who came by to express their
support. I’m looking forward to being with
them and, I suppose, a lot of you tomorrow
night at the dinner.

I won’t keep you long, but I want to make
two or three points. First of all, you ought
to know how you came to be here tonight.
Weldon came up to me one day, and he said,
‘‘So Hillary is really going to run.’’ I said,
‘‘Yes.’’ He said, ‘‘Well, you know, I’m from
New York,’’ and I said, ‘‘Have I got a deal
for you’’—[laughter]—‘‘and here it is.’’
[Laughter]

Anyway, I am very grateful to him and to
Connie and to all of you for helping Hillary,
and I’ll be quite brief in bringing her on.
I’m very grateful that I had the chance to
serve, and I’m very grateful that the country
is in better shape. And I’m glad that we were
able to do some things that people hadn’t

done before, to reach out to people within
our country, and also beyond our borders,
that had too long been overlooked.

She had a lot to do with that. She went
to Africa before I did. She went to India and
Pakistan and Bangladesh before I did. She
has been to more countries, trying to help
empower poor people and support democ-
racy and support women’s rights and support
getting girls in schools where they don’t go
to school, than any First Lady in the history
of this country by a long, long way.

She helped to establish this Vital Voices
network of women around the world that
have worked for peace in Northern Ireland.
I just got a—I was just in Nigeria, and when
I mentioned it, all the members stood up and
started applauding in this audience. The guys
in the audience didn’t know what I was talk-
ing about, but the girls in the audience knew
about Hillary and their deal. It was great.

So I’m grateful for what she did there.
What I want to say is that I think in a lot
of ways this election is as important, in some
ways maybe more important, than the elec-
tion of 1992, which brought Al Gore and me
to the White House, Tipper and Hillary and
our crowd. Because then the country was in
bad shape, and the people took a chance on
me. But I don’t know that it was much of
a chance, since the country was in bad shape.
[Laughter] Everybody knew that we had to
do something different.

Now, we’re laughing, but you know I’m
telling the truth, right? How many people
do you think went in that room and said, in
that voting booth, ‘‘I don’t know about this
guy. He’s a Governor of this little State. I’m
not sure where it is. I mean, you know, they
say all these bad things about him, but oh,
what the heck’’?

Now, the country is in good shape. And
I think sometimes it’s harder to make a good
decision in good times than it is in bad times,
because you have to actually decide. What
do you want? Where do you want your coun-
try to go? What do you want it to be? And
the reason I feel so strongly about this elec-
tion, it’s the first time in 26 years I haven’t
been on the ballot. [Laughter]

My party has got a new leader. My family
has got a new candidate. [Laughter] My offi-
cial title is Cheerleader in Chief. [Laughter]
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But the reason I feel strongly about it is, we
worked so hard to turn this country around,
get it going in the right direction, and now
there’s a real hard decision, or set of deci-
sions, to be made. And I can tell you, after
8 years here, obviously it matters who the
President and Vice President are. It matters
hugely—every single Senate seat, every sin-
gle House seat.

I wanted to say, in the presence of the
Black Caucus members that were here, even
when we went into the minority, nothing I
achieved here, of any real substance, could
have been possible if they hadn’t stuck with
me every step of the way. It matters, and
it really matters who’s in the Senate.

And we need to keep changing as a coun-
try, but we need to build on what we’ve done.
And when I think of all the great questions
facing America, how are we going to provide
education for the largest and most diverse
group of kids in our history, and I think how
long Hillary’s been working on that, and the
results we got because of her efforts when
we were at home in Arkansas; when I think
about how are we going to balance the de-
mands of work and rearing children, which
is a challenge not just for poor working peo-
ple but for middle-class working people and
for a lot of people that are upper middle
class, and I think that, you know, she spent
a lifetime working on that. Everybody talks
about it now. One of the most popular pieces
of legislation we ever passed, and she helped
pass it, was the family and medical leave law.
Over 20 million people took some time off
when a baby was born or a parent was sick
without losing their jobs. Twenty-two years
ago—22 years ago—she founded a statewide
advocacy group for families and children at
home, long before it was fashionable to think
about.

When I think about how are we going to
spread this prosperity to people and places
that have been left behind, that’s what she
spent 8 years doing as First Lady, going to
places to promote microcredit and economic
empowerment, all around the world. Same
issues apply in upstate New York and the
inner-city areas that have been left behind.
And I could go on and on and on.

We need somebody who’s spent a lifetime
working on the things that we need to decide

to do now, because most people don’t have
to do it now. And we need somebody who
thinks about the future all the time. And so
even if I didn’t know her better than anybody
in this room, I’d be for her because of what
she’s done and what she’s achieved and what
she wants to do.

You know, most of the time we’ve been
hit so many times, between the two of us,
we’re kind of thick-skinned. But one thing
sometimes people say that really steams me
is—I heard somebody the other day say,
‘‘Well, she wouldn’t even be running if she
weren’t First Lady.’’

Let me tell you something. If you look at
her record as a lawyer, as a public servant,
she spent 30 years helping everybody else.
She never asked anybody to do anything for
her. But if she hadn’t married me so long
ago and chosen to live a life of volunteer pub-
lic service, she could have been doing this
20, 25 years ago.

So you get somebody now who has spent
a lifetime in public service, always giving to
other candidates, other causes, always lead-
ing by the power of her example, who actu-
ally has spent a lifetime doing what America
needs to focus on most, today, when we think
about the future.

This is a big decision, and you’ve helped
to make sure it will be the right one, and
I am very grateful to you. But you will be
very proud of what she does for New York
and America.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. at the
Mayflower Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
reception hosts Weldon and Connie Latham. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 16, 2000

Good morning. I’m joining you today from
the Washington Home, a nursing home in
our Nation’s Capital that has been delivering
quality care to older Americans for more than
100 years now. The seniors here with me re-
ceive top-quality assistance from a dedicated
and attentive staff.


